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Abstract

A Study on Park Go-gyeong as a Children’s Writer

Ryu, Duck-jee
(Daegu National University of Education)

Park Go-gyeong published a lot of pieces of children’s literature including
children’s songs(children’s poems), children’s stories(novles for boys), reviews and
compositions. This is not a small amount in comparison to children’s literature
produced by other authors of the time. The challenge is to idendfy the various
pen names under which he has composed these pieces. In addition to ‘Park
Go-gyeong(khliit, AM%7)’, he wrote as Mok Go-gyeong(Aili?), Park
Sun-seok (FMIEEH, #71)), Park Chun-geuk(F#&)’, or ‘Gaksital(Z-AE)’.

Park Go-gyeong was a social activist active around Jinnampo(§iFiiii) of
Pyeongannamdo and the general area of Pyeongyang(T4#). He has a record of
having been imprisoned for taking part in the reconstruction of the Communist
Party in Korea. In line with his active participation in social movement based on
class theory, Park Go-gyeong’s literature overall reflects clear dass consciousness,
which is espedially well manifested in his review, “The Way to Editing for the
Public("ej%2] #xe] 2=y)”.

At the same time, Park Go-gyeong’s works keep a certain distance from being
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completely immersed in class theory, as he pays much attention to the formal
aspects of literature such as literary devices.

Children’s songs(children’s poems) by Park Go-gyeong are identified to be
around 71 pieces. Initially it stresses literary expression, but gradually reinforces
class-consciousness. This appears to result from not only his own perception of
reality, but also the second redirection theory in literary wend of the 1930s.
Nonetheless his works are considerably different from contemporary class-theory
based children’s literature, which expressed unfiltered antagonism and contempt.

Something similar can be said for his writings of children’s literature. Out of
his 6 pieces, only “Where Lies were Formed("#3lro] 471 311)” shows even
partial dass-consciousness. This would relate to the fact that his literary worldview
does not comprise of dlass theory solely, and that this was immediately following
his life in prison.

As a prolific children’s literature author during the Japanese colonial period,
Park Go-gyeong is a writer who ought not be overlooked. How he attempts to
balance himself between literary form and the awareness for Japanese colonial
regime is remarkable. Thus he succeeded in maintaining the quality of his pieces

Key words @ Park Go—gyeong, class theory, perception of redlity, literary form,
redirection theory, children’s song, children’s story
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